


Shale, Clay and Slate
Institute (ESCSI).”

About the same
time, WR Grace &
Company had devel-
oped a balanced liquid
fertilizer for light-
weight soils. Lassig's
experiment was
underway. He used LWA for a few
small gardens, for rooftops and
growing vegetables, and “it worked
just dandy.”

Before Lassig could get LWA into
widespread use on the grounds, he
had to mollify the landscape design
firm’s concern that they could be
sued. Lassig says they came
onboard only after he reassured
them that he would take full
responsibility himself,

Last onto the bandwagon were
Lassig’s own landscaping teams.
“You need employees to support
your efforts or they will become

Go to www.txiesc.com

non-compliant, even
. hostile. We had prob-
lems with the sand in
our area and everyone
was tired of dealing
with weeds and other
s0il issues. Eventually,
they agreed to try
lightweight aggre-
gate,” he says,

Plants were set into a 1-to-1 mix
of expanded shale and Canadian
sphagnum peat moss spread six
inches deep.

“We had such good success, when
the LDS conference center was
built, we insisted the landscape
architect specify the material
throughout the 10-acre site plan,”
Lassig says.

The key to the success of the
growing medium is that LWA is
50% air by volume. The expanded
particles, Lassig says, hold mois-
ture and nutrients not only on the
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outside surface of the particle but
also in the interior pore spaces.
The medium “can lay at full com-
paction but still be 50% air,” allow-
ing suitable flow of water, nutri-
ents and oxygen to plants’ roots, he
says.

Lassig has created what he calls
a “modular soil mix,” a matrix that
can be replicated from material
available throughout the country.

It's been about 10 years since
LWA has been used for the
Temple's grounds and the gardens
have received national awards from
the American Nurserymen's
Association for their beauty. In
1999, the American Society of
Landscape Architects designated
the gardens as a “National
Landmark for Landscape
Architecture.” That bronze plague
hangs on Lassig's wall at home and
iz a reflection of his 46 years of
work at Temple Square. 4
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